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KEYBOARD ETC., STUFF: Latest words on the Bally Programmable Keyboard will 
be on p. ° 

KEYPAD SUBSTITUTE originally reported on p.47, has been completed by 
Ed. Larkin, who offers details as to how he did it in his ad this issue. 
The idea provides the user with a full size keyboard to do the same 
functions as the keypad, only in a more convenient form for most of us. 
You still have to punch two keys to get a letter,etc, as there is no 
built-in delay circuit that would add to the cost. 

KEY BOARD/ MEMORY Du mentioned on p.69 is getting a little closer. 
I am he process of receiving a price quotation on the following: A ` 
memory board with 32K of RAM of which 16K is dedicated to the operating 
systen which will be cassette - loaded at 1200 baud (about two minutes). 
Serial and parallel ports and expansion provisions to be included. 
Compatibility with the Jameco JEÓ10 keyboard is expected. The operating 
system will be very sophisticated and unique. Details on the above are 
being included in this mailing to those who have responded to my survey. 
This hardware will not be generally advertised. 


are being collected against the day that a use is found 

for them. There are three Model Numbers, depending ón the sales outlet: 

BPA 1000 is sold by Montgomery Ward catalog 

BPA 1100 is sold through retail/TV stores 

BPA 1200 was sold by JS&A 
The only real difference between them is the logo on the plastic cover. 
A small difference came about with the white case units that were marketed 
with only two hand controllers. 


GAME MODIFICATIONS An addition to SLOT MACHINE by Phil Shafer takes care 
of the case where you win but are still short 

1511 IF M<=$ M=M+N; GOTO 1515 
Mike Fink says the following addition to CHECKERS will allow you to see 
the move immediately 

1615 IF T)$ GOSUB 2ppp 
Wayne Dunning notes that BLACK BOX should have a comma in line 145 after 
the first B and in front of the semicolon. Bob Strand indicates that line 
490 should have a M=-1 instead of M=-M. 
SIMON corrections of p. 45 have an inadvertent error of mine in that I 
added three GOTO 170 statements and then deleted 170 ! It should be 
retained 170 FC=É; NEXT X 


REVIEWS OF GAMES etc., was mentioned on p. 76. I have received a number of 
names of potential reviewers so if any of you workers would like to have 
your outputs reviewed objectively on the basis of such categories as - 
level of challenge, originality, educational value,etc., plus some sub- 
jective comments, send your material to one or another of the below-listed 
gentlemen, and make your own arrangements. Include all documentation,etc., 
that would be sent to a purchaser. I in turn will print the reviews editing 
only for space limitations. We are working on a form grading system and 
will run a copy in the ARCADIAN for all to see. 
VOLUNTEERS: Steve Wilson 18015 Sally Ave. Cleveland OH 44135 

Don Daniels 3 Apex Rd Melville NY 11746 

Bill Rueger 336 Beach 38th St Far Rockaway NY 11691 

Phil Shafer 3708 Big Horn Trail Plano TX 75075 

Dick Hauser 635 Los Alamos Ave Livermore CA 94550 
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SPEEDUP TO TAPE A note from Ed Mulholland says that increasing the machine's 
Speed by decreasing the Note Time will work for tape transcriptions. Ed 
reduces NT to 1 in the directions to transcribe- :PRINT;NT=1;LIST 

saying that if NT is f, there won't be any audio. But Ed Larkin has reported 
that if the NT is put ahead of the other commands, it will work for him - 
NT=$:PRINT;LIST. See what works for your machine. 


DIVISION with results in non-decimal format was run by Mare Gladstein for 
those who would like to see the quotient printed with the remainder 
continued as a fraction. The gist of it is - 

10 INPUT "Diz" X 

20 INPUT "D2=" Y 

30 Qs XY; R=RM 

40 PRINT "QUOTIENT = " 

50 PRINT #1,Q,;IF R PRINT #1," ",R,"/",Y 


SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL TIME is coming up. Because of the timeless(?) value of 
most o e material of the ARCADIAN, and because I don't have any bookkeeping 
capability (it would be nice to have a computer), all subscriptions are on a 
volume basis, one year from November to October, and everyone receives all the 
back issues in a lump at the time he/she subscribes. I am now soliciting 
subscriptions for Volume 2, to start in November: of 1979, at the rate of $10. 
The issues will again be guaranteed as bimonthly, with added issues as material 
becomes available, the same as was true for 1979. I expect that with the 
keyboard/memory that we are working on now will generate a lot of acitivity in 
its own right as will peripherals. Tiny BASIC will continue to surprise us, 
and we are developing some hardware modifications to the basic machine to make 
it better, so there seems to be a lot of material that will come forth. 


TUTORIAL on text area by Dave Ibach includes & game that sounds interesting.I 
have not had the opportunity to try it out as yet. In the second line of Dave's 
tutorial is the indication of .storage being located at -24576 thru -22777. 

This serves as a correction to the table I printed on p. 34, "Text Area". 


DICTIONARY, by Steve Walpole on p.62+ provides you with a conversion between 
some commands used in other BASIC language programs and the TinyBASIC of Bally. 
From a format standpoint, Steve first gives the general command and a short 
statement about it, and then how to do the same thing in TinyBASIC, or as close 
to it as possible. 


PAGE shown at the top of p.83 is probably understandable only to those 
who can read assembly language. It is my intent to have the most interesting 
of these pages "transcribed" into English for the rest of us, and also to have 
some programs developed utilizing these for all of us. 


SUGGESTIONS,etc. I have a number of programs on hand for the next issue. My 
problem is the transcription of them from whatever form they are in into one 
that is legible,especially after reduction (usually to 75 or 50% ). I would 
appreciate program listings to be either: typed, or clearly hand printed on a 
form such as that provided by Chuck Thomka. Most company forms have lots of 
little bitty boxes that each letter/character fits into and/or colored sections 
that do not make for good clear reproduction. Please include explanations. 
Anything that can be directly printed in the ARCADIAN should be typed unless 
your handwriting is Spencerian or you use the Palmer Method. If I receive list- 
ings which have to be transcribed, they will be sent back to the originator for 
proofreading after transcription/reduction. I assume that those that arrive all 
ready for printing will have been proofed. 
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Ae Many thanks for your response to my survey questions. I am now proceeding strongly 
on a project that will provide me with a memory motherboard design that will 
include the following requirements: 

| | 1.0 Memory Hisp e 

l.l 32K RAM minimum configuration 


ss ES EP amare - d Ee M AE 9r nmn nee Me 


` 


2.0 Serial I/O Port 
2.1 RS 232 levels ` i 
2.2 Software selectable 300 to 19.2K baud rate (could be fixed) 
2.3 Full status available to software (transmitter buffer empty; 
receiver data available; receiver framing, parity and overrun 
errors) | | 
2.4 Standard 25-pin "D" connector, female 


3.0 Parallel I/O port 
3.1 Fully latched and buffered input and output 
3.2 Full handshaking with handshaking status available to software 


. 4.0 Cassette I/O 
à 4.1 Dual audio cassette 
h.2 Software motor control 
4.3 1200 Baud, Kansas City Standard 


1. 2.0 Floppy Disc 
2.l Provisions for floppy disc interface unit 
2.2 Allow both I/O and DMA Disc controllers 


6.0 Expansion provisions 


N 


O Keyboard provisions 
7.1 Serial or parallel interface (one or the other- to be specified) 
7.2 Latched data and strobe available to software 
7,3 Auto repeat of all keys (probably in keyboard itself) 
Study underway on , JE610 by James Electronics | 
8.0 ROM 
3.1 Simple power-on monitor (may reside in game cassette package) ! 
8.2 Ability to load 1200 or 300 Baud audio cassette programs(could be 1200 only } 


9.0 Operator signals 
9.1 Reliable level indication for audio cassette loading 


There are also some options being looked at. The manufacturer of this board has 
unique capabilities and resources. The operating system will be one that I have 
written about. 
A number of us in the neighborhood plan to acquire one of these, if you have 
_any interest, please let me know. The status as of the moment is that the cost 

is being developed. 

Bob Fabris 

108-272-2364 
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2-player BATTLESHIP; 1 player JOTTO/SENSOR (two 120-word versions 
available-general words,and expert); variable size/difficulty 
MASTERMIND. All for $6 your tape or $7 his tape. Don Daniels, 

3 Apex Rd. Melville NY 11746 


Bally BASIC $30; Interface $30;Brickyard/Clowns, Blackjack/Poker, 
SpeedMath, SeaWolf/Missile @$15 ea. 8 Handcontrollers @$5 ea. 
J.Jones, 723 S. Gardena, Rialto CA 92376 


LISTINGS only for COMPUTER CRAPS $2; SLOT MACHINE $2; RUSSIAN 
ROULETTE $1; SPELL'N'SCORE $1.50; CHECKBOOK BALANCER $!.50 or 
$7 for all. Also Service on hand controllers. S. Walpole, 
11480 Beirut Ct. #204, Sappington MO, 63126 


KEYBOARD in parallel with existing keypad: plans,specifications and 
photos $10.ppd. Ed Larkin, Outlet Rd. Hallowell, ME 04347 


HARDWARE ITEM!-JOYSTICK CONTROLLER, a true joystick (2-100K pots), 

360 deg. rotation, with two RS-232 connectors, black plastic case, 
and 10 MICROSWITCHES!! This is a multi-controller device, comes with 
software on tape W/listing & instructions on writing your own 
programs for it. $34.95 (+$3 p&h) available Oct 22. Write for details. 
Also, XY TUTORIAL package, for exclusive controlling of graphics, 12 
pages +software on tape with SIX programs, listings included. $9.95. 
NEW ITEMS-SEBREE'S COMPUTING, TIM HAYS, 456 Granite,Monrovia CA,91016 


DEALER selling out all stock on Bally-games, Basic,etc., all items at our 
original cost. Video Environment +, Inc. 580 New Loudon Rd. Latham NY 12110 


BALLY ADD-ON I've kept this space open hoping for a last-minute official 
word, but I did not get any and time is short. What I've heard from various 
unofficial sources is that the FCC did allow the TI request which provides 
relief in the TVI areas(the news release has yet to come out). Whether 

Bally will react to this in a positive manner is a question. My sources: are 
all down and think that chances are very slim that any Level III hardware will 
actually be produced. Many dealers.have given up the line, as have some 
distributors. I hope to have some definitive news in the next issue, which by 
the way will be the last of Volume I. 
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ARCADIAN 

Robert Fabris, typist 
3626 Morrie Dr. 

San José, CA 95127 


